Primary cutaneous T-cell lymphoma occurring after organ transplantation.
Lymphoma occurring after organ transplantation has been well described. The majority of cases are B-cell lymphomas and are usually associated with Epstein-Barr virus. Only a minority of posttransplant lymphomas are of T-cell origin, and primary cutaneous T-cell lymphoma (CTCL) is extremely rare. In this article, we report a case of cutaneous peripheral T-cell lymphoma, pleomorphic CD30+ large-cell type, and review the literature relating to posttransplant primary CTCL. Of the 23 cases of posttransplant primary CTCL, 5 patients had erythrodermic disease, and 8 had primary cutaneous anaplastic large cell lymphoma. In addition, there are two cases of mycosis fungoides, one case of subcutaneous panniculitis-like T-cell lymphoma, one case of CD30+ lymphomatoid papulosis, and 6 cases of peripheral T-cell lymphoma, of which 3 were CD30+ large cell lymphomas. Seventeen cases had renal transplants and the majority received both cyclosporine and azathioprine. No consistent viral association was noted among these cases. The sex ratio was 18:5 (male/female), and the mean age at diagnosis was 53 years. Mean time from transplantation to diagnosis is 6.4 years and mean survival time from diagnosis is 14.5 months. The prognoses normally associated with particular subsets of CTCL do not apply in the posttransplant setting.